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Shulchan Aruch - Orech Chayim
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A Cohen, even though he is single, lifts his hands

Gloss: There are those that say that he should not lift his hands [to perform the priestly
blessing], because one who dwells without a wife dwells without joy, and the one who
blesses must be in a state of joy [Mordechai on Tractate Megillah chapter 4]. And our
custom is that he lifts his hands even if he is not married. In any case, if he does not want
to lift his hands, we do not protest, but he should not be in the synagogue when they call
out kohanim” or tell them to wash their hands.

Our custom in these lands [of Ashkenaz] is that [the kohanim] do not lift their hands [to
perform the priestly blessing] except on Yom Tov, because only then are they dwelling in
the joy of Yom Tov, and the one who blesses must have a full heart. This is not the case on
any other days, even on Shabbatot throughout the year, when they are occupied by
thoughts about their livelihood and about losing work. And even on Yom Tov, one does
not lift one’s hands [to perform the priestly blessing] except during Musaf, since they are
about emerge from the synagogue and they rejoice in joy of Yom Tov [his own opinion].
And during every Shacharit and Musaf service in which they do not lift their hands [to
perform the priestly blessing], the prayer leader says: "Our God and God of our
ancestors,” etc., as above at the end of siman 127.

And on Yom Kippur they lift their hands [to perform the priestly blessing] just as on Yom

Tov [that is, at Musaf], and there are places where they lift their hands at Ne’ilah, and there
are places [where they lift their hands] even at Shacharit.
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These are the words where the Kohanim turn [while saying] them, to the
south and north: »y’varekh’kha”, »vyishmrrekha, veilekha,
nviykhuneka”, »eilekha», »I’kha”, 7shalom”.

Gloss: And we practice that they [i.e., the Kohanim] prolong their melody with these
words because each one of them is the ending of an blessing on its own. And they [i.e., the
congregation] say ”Ribon...”, as is explained in siman 130, while they are prolonging the
melody of the words at the ends of the verses, meaning [the words] v’yishm’rekha”,
nviykhuneka”, and #shalom”. And the one who calls out should not say ”Ribon”, etc.
(Teshuvot Maharil - siman 148). It is forbidden to get benefit from a Cohen, even
nowadays, for it is like getting benefit from sanctified property, unless he [the Cohen]
gave permission (Mordekhai, commentary to Tractate Gittin).

Siman 129
During Which Services Do We Lift the Hands [Perform the Priestly
Blessing], Containing 2 S’ifim:

129:1

We only lift the hands [perform the Priestly Blessing] during Shacharit and
Mussaf, as well as during Neilah on a day that has Neilah, such as Yom
Kippur; but not during Mincha, since drinking [alcohol] is likely [by] that
time, and perhaps the Cohen would be drunk. They decreed [similarly
regarding] during Mincha on a fast day on account of Mincha on other days
(i.e., lest people come to think that Birkat Cohanim during a regular
Mincha is permitted). But on a fast day that does not have Neilah, since the
Mincha prayers are said close to [the time of] the setting of the sun, it’s
similar to the Neilah prayers and will not be confused with Mincha on
other days, therefore they do perform Birkat Cohanim.

And our custom has already been explained above in Siman 128.
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129:2

A Cohen who transgressed and went up to the platform [to perform Birkat
Kohanim] on Yom Kippur during Mincha - since it’s known that no one is
drunk then, he may lift his hands [to perform Birkat Kohanim], and they
[the congregation] may not bring him down because of any suspicion - in
that people shouldn't say that he was unfit [to perform Birkat Kohanim] and
that’s why they brought him done.

Gloss: Therefore, during Mincha on Yom Kippur, they say "Our G-d, and the G-d of our
Forefathers...”, even though it’s not a time that's fitting to perform the lifting of the hands;
nevertheless, since if [a Cohen] did go up, he does not come down, it’s considered to be
somewhat of a fitting time (Hagahot Maimoni). And such is what we practice in these
lands, even though there are some who disagree.




