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1. In the morning, Musat, and Ne’ilah services, the priests raise their
hands but at Mincha there is not the raising of hands because, by the time
of the Mincha service, all the people have already eaten and perhaps the
priests would have drunk wine, and a person who is intoxicated is
forbidden to raise hands. And even on a fast day they do not raise their
hands during the Mincha service: a rabbinic decree on the Mincha service
of a fast day on account of the Mincha service of an ordinary day.

2. When does the above apply? On fast days when both Mincha and
Neilah are recited - i.e., Yom Kippur and communal fasts, however, on a
fast day on which Ne’ilah is not recited, like Tish’ah B’Av or the
seventeenth of Tammuz, since their Mincha service is recited really close
to sunset, it resembles Ne’/ah and will not be confused with an ordinary
daily Mincha service, and therefore it does have the raising of hands.

And if a priest transgressed and ascended to the platform during the
Mincha service of Yom Kippur, since it is known that there is no
possibility of drunkenness on that day, he does raise his hands and he is
not forced to descend, because of the suspicion [that might be aroused], so
that people do not say, ”He is of blemished lineage and that is why they
forced him to descend”
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I saw in the shelitot of Rav Achai that nowadays since we are accustomed
to mercy/prayer on Yom Kippur from Mincha up to Neila — it is like the
Neila prayer and therefore will not be confused with the other minchot
and so the Cohanim do stretch out their hands — up to here his quotation.
However — they do not practice this custom!




